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INTRODUCTION 

The Australian International School aims to provide a well-rounded program of instruction appropriate to 
the diverse needs of its international student body. For Year 9 and 10 students, the school offers a broad and 
balanced program delivered mainly through the Cambridge IGCSE curriculum. 

To ensure the personal, social and emotional development of our Year 9 and 10 students, they will be 
required to take the following two subjects: 

• Physical Education / Sport  
• STRIVE as part of the Welfare program  

In addition, there are school-based courses in:  

• EAL Support (English as an Additional Language) for students requiring additional support in English  
• Additional Studies for students requiring Learning Support  
• Culture and Language Course (Chinese or Spanish) for students who have not been exposed to a 

second language 
• Certificate | Construction/Hospitality  

The Cambridge IGCSE is the world’s most popular international qualification for 14 to 16 year olds. It attracts 
almost 500,000 entries from 144 different countries every year. The IGCSE is designed to be taught as a two-
year curriculum beginning in Year 9 and culminating in external examinations in Year 10.  

The IGCSE curriculum gives candidates the freedom to choose subjects that are right for them while 
providing them with a broad knowledge base and lifelong skills. It develops learner knowledge, 
understanding and skills in:  

• Subject content  
• Applying knowledge and understanding to familiar and new situations  
• Intellectual enquiry  
• Flexibility and responsiveness to change  
• Working and communicating in English  
• Influencing outcomes  
• Cultural awareness 

The IGCSE provides the perfect springboard to the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme and the 
Higher School Certificate in Years 11 and 12.  

Mr John Tung  

Junior Learning Coordinator (Years 6-10) 
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ADVICE ON SUBJECT SELECTION 

It is important for students and their parents to 
have a full understanding of the syllabi and course 
requirements as students will be studying the 
subjects they choose for a two-year period. There 
will be a limited window during which they will be 
able to change courses if deemed necessary.  

These are some criteria that can be used to guide 
subject selection:  

• Check previous reports to see the 
progress the student has made in the 
courses they are choosing.  

• Discuss what the student’s strengths and 
weaknesses are.  

• Consider whether student interest in the 
subject is strong enough to commit to two 
years of study 

• Try not to make a course selection simply 
because the student likes a teacher or the 
student’s friend is doing the course.  

• Read the subject description in this 
booklet carefully before making choices, 
especially with regards to assessment, 
before making any choices.  

Students in EAL who are currently studying a 
Mother Tongue course privately are 
recommended to continue with these private 
arrangements.  

ACCESS ARRANGEMENTS 

Access arrangements are pre-exam arrangements 
made on behalf of a candidate with particular 
needs. For example, the use of a scribe, modified 
papers or extra time. There are three different 
groups of access arrangements, each with their 
own application form and set of deadlines. The 
Learning Enrichment team will make contact with 
relevant students and parents regarding eligibility 
by mid-Term 1 for the May/June series and mid-
Term 2 for the November series.  

Applications to CIE require relevant 
documentation which may include additional 
specialist reports and internal testing.  It is the 
student’s responsibility to liaise with teachers and 
the Learning Enrichment Department regarding 
their provisions, upon receiving their assessment 
notifications. The Examination Officer will oversee 
the arrangements and coordination of staff for 
examinations. 

COMPULSORY SUBJECT GROUPS 

At AIS, all students will be allocated to English, 
Mathematics, Science, and a Language elective. In 
addition to these subjects, and to ensure 
personal, social and emotional development, 
students also take courses in Sport/Health and 
STRIVE.  

ENGLISH 
• English as a First Language  
• English as a Second Language  
• English Literature (Australian Curriculum)  

FOREIGN LANGUAGE & MOTHER TONGUE 
• Chinese Foreign Language  
• French Foreign Language  
• Chinese as a First Language  
• Chinese as a Second Language  
• Culture and Language Course (Chinese or 

Spanish) for students with no exposure to 
a second language 

For all languages (other than English), the Head of 
LOTE will determine the placements of students 
within their language.  

The School also offers a Mother Tongue Program 
that provides quality language education and 
allows mother tongue students to be immersed in 
the language and culture of their origins. The 
Mother Tongue program currently includes 
students studying Korean, Spanish, Japanese, 
Italian and German, but further languages may be 
catered for. Please be advised there may be 
additional costs in joining the Mother Tongue 
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program, and classes may be subject to tutor 
availability. 

MATHEMATICS  
• Core 
• Extended 
• International Mathematics (by invitation 

only)  
• Additional Mathematics*  

*Students will be invited to join the Additional 
Mathematics class at the end of Year 9 only. This 
decision will be based on performance 
throughout Year 9 on internal assessments as well 
as external testing. 

Students accepting the invitation to study for 
Additional Mathematics will be required to attend 
two extra lessons in Year 10, placed either before 
or after the normal school day.  

SCIENCE 
• Coordinated Science 

Please note that Additional Studies (Learning 
Enrichment) is available in replacement of 
studying a Foreign Language. Students in 
Additional Studies are assessed and placed by the 
Head of Learning Enrichment.
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THE ELECTIVE GROUPS 

Students will choose one subject from each of the Elective Groups, for a total of three Elective subjects. 

Elective 1 Elective 2 Elective 3 

Business Studies* 

Design and Technology 

Economics* 

Food Technology 

Global Perspectives* 

Photography & Digital Media*** 

Physical Education 

 

Business Studies* 

Visual Arts*** 

Computer Science 

Drama** 

Geography* 

Global Perspectives* 

History* 

VET Hospitality 

VET Construction**** 

Business Studies* 

Computer Science 

Drama** 

Design and Technology 

Economics* 

Music** 

Photography & Digital Media*** 

Physical Education 

VET. Hospitality 

VET. Construction**** 

Visual Arts** 
ESSPP option ESSPP option 

IGCSE Global Perspectives 

OR 

IGCSE Enterprise 

English for Academic Purposes 

 

The elective groups as shown above are based on student numbers and staffing and are therefore subject to 
change. 

To establish a well-rounded and balanced curriculum, there are a few restrictions on subject selection: 

*Students can select a maximum of TWO Commerce or Humanities subjects; however, they cannot choose 
BOTH Business Studies and Economics 

** Students can select a maximum of TWO Arts subjects 

*** Students are NOT allowed to choose BOTH Visual Arts and Photography and Digital Media 

**** Subject to approval  
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COMPULSORY SUBJECTS – ENGLISH  

ENGLISH AS A FIRST LANGUAGE 
(0500) 

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT? 

First Language English is designed for learners 
whose first language is English. These lessons are 
integrated with the English Literature (Australian 
Curriculum) course. Cambridge IGCSE First 
Language English learners develop the ability to 
communicate clearly, accurately and effectively in 
both speech and writing. They learn how to 
employ a wide-ranging vocabulary, use correct 
grammar, spelling and punctuation, and develop 
a personal style and an awareness of the audience 
being addressed. Learners are also encouraged to 
read widely, both for their own enjoyment and to 
further their awareness of the ways in which 
English can be used. Cambridge IGCSE First 
Language English also develops more general 
analysis and communication skills such as 
synthesis, inference, and the ability to order facts 
and present opinions effectively.  

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT? 
All Language A English Students. 

THE AIMS OF ENGLISH AS A FIRST LANGUAGE ARE 
TO: 

• Enable students to communicate 
accurately, appropriately and effectively 
in speech and writing. 

• Enable students to understand and 
respond appropriately to what they hear, 
read and experience. 

• Encourage students to enjoy and 
appreciate the variety of languages. 

• Complement students’ other areas of 
study by developing skills of a more 
general application (e.g. analysis, 
synthesis, drawing of inferences). 

• Promote students’ personal development 
and an understanding of themselves and 
others. 

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE:  

Grades Available: A*-G  

PAPER 1:  READING PAPER 2: DIRECTED WRITING AND COMPOSITION  

• Structured and 
extended writing 
questions 

• Questions will be 
based on three 
reading texts 

• This component is 
set and marked by 
Cambridge 
• 50% of the total 

marks 

• 2 hours  
• 80 marks 

• Directed writing question 
and a composition task 

• This component is set and 
marked by Cambridge 

• 50% of the total marks 

• 2 hours  
• 80 marks 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - ENGLISH 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE (AUSTRALIAN 
CURRICULUM) 

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

The English Literature (Australian Curriculum) 
course has its lessons integrated with English as a 
First Language. It is a bespoke course designed by 
the AIS English Department in alignment with the 
Australian Curriculum to prepare students for the 
skills and knowledge needed for success in both 
HSC and IB English. Students will develop 
fundamental skills in reading, writing, speaking 
and listening through engaging with complex 
literary texts from different countries and cultures, 
as well as practising responding personally and 
sensitively to the ideas, concepts, and themes 
presented in different ways by different authors. 

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

All Language A English Students. 

THE AIMS OF ENGLISH LITERATURE ARE TO 
ENSURE STUDENTS: 

• Enjoy the study of literature 
• Communicate effectively and confidently 
• Read and respond to texts critically 
• Appreciate media texts and use media 

literacy skills effectively 
• Develop personal responses to texts that 

reflect confidence and a sense of 
ownership 

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE: 

Students complete the following internally 
assessed tasks:  

• Production of a combination of written, 
oral, and visual texts (60%) 

• Written examinations (40%)  

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT – 
ENGLISH 

 
COMPULSORY SUBJECTS – MOTHER TONGUE & 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

CHINESE AS A FIRST LANGUAGE 
(0509) 

 WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

First Language Chinese syllabus is designed for 
learners whose first language is Chinese. The 
syllabus develops learners’ ability to 
communicate clearly, accurately and effectively. 
They learn how to employ a wide-ranging 
vocabulary, use correct grammar, spelling and 
punctuation, and develop a personal style and an 
awareness of the audience being addressed. 
Learners are also encouraged to read widely, both 
for their own enjoyment and in order to develop 

an appreciation of how writers achieve their 
effects. The syllabus also complements other 
areas of study by encouraging skills of more 
general application.  

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

Students studying Chinese as a mother tongue. 

THE AIMS OF CHINESE AS A FIRST LANGUAGE ARE 
TO: 

• Enable students to communicate 
accurately, appropriately and effectively 
in writing.  
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• Enable students to understand and 
respond appropriately to what they read. 

• Encourage students to enjoy and 
appreciate the variety of language.  

• Complement the students’ other areas of 
study by developing skills of a more 
general application (e.g. analysis, 
synthesis, drawing of inferences).  

• Promote the students’ personal 
development and an understanding of 
themselves and others.  

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE: 

Cambridge IGCSE First Language Chinese 
comprises two papers. All candidates take Papers 
1 and 2 and are eligible for the award of grades A* 
to G. 

Paper 1: Reading - 2 hours 15 minutes  

Paper 2: Writing - 2 hours 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - 
LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 
(LOTE)/LANGUAGE B 

MANDARIN AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE) 
(0547)  

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

This syllabus is designed for learners who are 
learning Mandarin Chinese as a foreign language. 
The aim is to develop an ability to use the 
language effectively for purposes of practical 
communication. The course is based on the linked 
language skills of listening, reading, speaking and 
writing, and these are built on as learners progress 
through their studies. The syllabus also aims to 
offer insights into the culture and civilisation of 
countries where Mandarin Chinese is spoken, 
encouraging positive attitudes towards language 
learning and towards speakers of foreign 
languages. 

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT? 

Students need to have two to three years of 
previous study of the language before starting the 
IGCSE course and they need to have their 
teacher’s recommendation and approval from the 
Head of Department. 

THE AIMS OF MANDARIN FOREIGN LANGUAGE ARE 
TO ENSURE STUDENTS: 

• Develop the ability to use the language 
effectively for purposes of practical 
communication within the country of 
residence, where appropriate, and in all 
countries where the language is spoken. 

• Form a sound base of the skills, language 
and attitudes required for further study, 
work and leisure.  

• Develop insights into the culture and 
civilisation of countries where the 
language is spoken.  

• Encourage fuller integration into the local 
community, where relevant.  

• Develop a fuller awareness of the nature 
of language and language learning. 

• Encourage positive attitudes toward 
language learning and towards speakers 
of other languages and a sympathetic 
approach to other cultures and 
civilisations. 

• Provide enjoyment and intellectual 
stimulation.  

• Complement other areas of study by 
encouraging skills of a more general 
application (e.g. analysis, memorising 
and drawing of inferences).  

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE:  

Cambridge IGCSE Foreign Language Chinese 
comprises four papers. All candidates take the 
following four components: 

• Paper 1: Listening (40 Minutes) 
• Paper 2: Reading (1 Hour 15 Minutes) 
• Paper 3*: Speaking (10 Minutes) 
• Paper 4: Writing (1 Hour 15 Minutes)  
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Grades Available: A*-G 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - 
LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 
(LOTE)/LANGUAGE B 

CHINESE AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 
(0523) 

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

Cambridge IGCSE Chinese as a Second Language 
is recognised by universities and employers as 
proof of knowledge and understanding of the 
language. Candidates studying the syllabus are 
often studying the language in order to promote 
their educational or employment prospects. They 
gain an understanding of a wide range of social 
registers and styles and learn to communicate 
appropriately.  

The topics selected relate to the interests and 
needs of the candidates using Chinese as a 
Second Language, e.g. education, the world of 
work, current affairs, health and welfare, travel, 
and school affairs. 

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

Students studying Chinese as heritage. 

THE AIMS OF CHINESE AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 
ARE TO ENSURE STUDENTS: 

• Develop the ability to use Chinese 
effectively for the purpose of practical 
communication. 

• Form a sound base for the skills required 
for further study or employment using 
Chinese as the medium. 

• Develop an awareness of the nature of 
language and language-learning skills, 
along with skills of a more general 
application.  

• Promote students’ personal 
development, particularly an awareness 

and appreciation of Chinese culture, 
history and society.  

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE:  

For Cambridge IGCSE Chinese as a Second 
Language all candidates take Papers 1 and 2, and 
are eligible for the award of grades A*-G.  

Component 1: 2 hours, Reading and Writing, 60%, 
60 marks, externally assessed 

A written examination consisting of five exercises 
that test a range of reading and writing skills. 
Types of tasks include information transfer, short-
answer questions, multiple-matching, functional 
writing and extended writing. 

Component 2: Approximately 35-45 mins, 
Listening, 20%, 30 marks, externally assessed 

A written examination consisting of four exercises 
that test listening skills. Candidates listen to 
recordings of short and longer spoken texts. Types 
of tasks include short-answer questions, gap-fill 
sentences, information correction and multiple-
choice questions. All listening materials are 
recorded in Mandarin Chinese. 

Component 3: Approximately 10-13 mins, 
Speaking, 20%, 60 marks, internally assessed and 
externally moderated 

The Speaking test is conducted in Mandarin 
Chinese. It consists of three parts: candidates give 
a two to three-minute presentation, followed by a 
short discussion with the examiner about the 
presentation, followed by a short conversation 
with the examiner about general topics. 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - 
LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 
(LOTE)/LANGUAGE B 

CULTURE AND LANGUAGE COURSE: 
CHINESE OR SPANISH (NON-IGCSE) 

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  
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This subject option is designed for new students 
to AIS who are commencing their studies of either 
Chinese (Mandarin) or Spanish for the first time, 
without prior experience in the subject. The aim is 
to develop an insight into the language, culture 
and civilisation of countries where the language is 
spoken, encouraging positive attitudes towards 
language learning and towards speakers of 
foreign languages. 

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

This introductory culture and language subject is 
for new students to AIS who do not have any prior 
knowledge of or experience in the subject. 

THE AIMS OF THE CULTURE AND  LANGUAGE 
COURSE IS TO ENSURE STUDENTS: 

• Form a sound base of the skills, language 
and attitudes required for further study, 
work and leisure. 

• Develop insights into the culture and 
civilisation of countries where the 
language is spoken. 

• Encourage fuller integration into the local 
community, where relevant. 

• Develop a fuller awareness of the nature 
of language and language learning. 

• Encourage positive attitudes toward 
language learning and towards speakers 
of other languages and a sympathetic 
approach to other cultures and 
civilisations. 

• Provide enjoyment and intellectual 
stimulation. 

• Complement other areas of study by 
encouraging skills of a more general 
application (e.g. analysis, memorising 
and drawing of inferences). 

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE:  

Both Spanish and Chinese Culture courses are an 
internally assessed AIS-based course.  

Grades available: A*-G 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - 
LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 
(LOTE)/LANGUAGE B 

FRENCH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
(0520)  

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

This syllabus is designed for learners who are 
learning French as a foreign language. 

The syllabus content is organised around five 
broad topic areas which provide contexts for the 
acquisition of vocabulary and the study of 
grammar and structures. Through the study of 
these topic areas, candidates gain insight into 
target language countries and communities. 

The topic areas are:  

• Everyday activities  
• Personal and social life  
• The world around us  
• The world of work  
• The international world 

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

Students need to have two to three years of 
previous study of the language before starting the 
IGCSE course. They also need to have their 
teacher’s recommendation and approval from the 
Head of Department.  

THE AIMS OF FRENCH ARE TO ENSURE 
STUDENTS: 

• Develop the ability to use the language 
effectively for purposes of practical 
communication within the country of 
residence, where appropriate, and in all 
countries where the language is spoken. 

• Form a sound base of the skills, language 
and attitudes required for further study, 
work and leisure. 
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• Offer insights into the culture and 
civilisation of countries where the 
language is spoken. 

• Encourage fuller integration into the local 
community, where relevant. 

• Develop a fuller awareness of the nature 
of language and language learning.  

• Encourage positive attitudes toward 
language learning and towards speakers 
of other languages and a sympathetic 
approach to other cultures and 
civilisations. 

• Provide enjoyment and intellectual 
stimulation.  

• Complement other areas of study by 
encouraging skills of a more general 
application (e.g. analysis, memorising 
and drawing of inferences). 

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE:  

Grades available: A*-G  

All candidates have access to all elements of the 
examination. 

• Paper 1 – Listening – 50 mins 
• Paper 2 – Reading – 1 hour 
• Paper 3 – Speaking – 10 mins 
• Paper 4 – Writing – 1 hour 

* Individual Centres are responsible for 
conducting the tests and for the initial 
assessment, which is then subject to moderation 
by Cambridge. 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - 
LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 
(LOTE)/LANGUAGE B 

 

COMPULSORY SUBJECTS - MATHEMATICS 

MATHEMATICS EXTENDED (0580) 

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

An essential subject for all learners, IGCSE 
Mathematics encourages the development of 
mathematical knowledge as a key life skill, and as 
a basis for more advanced study. The syllabus 
aims to build learners’ confidence by helping 
them develop a feel for numbers, patterns and 
relationships and places a strong emphasis on 
solving problems and presenting and interpreting 
results. Learners also gain an understanding of 
how to communicate and reason using 
mathematical concepts. 

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

The successful completion of the Extended course 
will better prepare students who wish to study an 
Intermediate level of Mathematics in Senior Years 

(e.g. HSC Advanced or Standard, DP Standard 
Level).  

THE AIMS OF MATHEMATICS EXTENDED ARE TO 
ENSURE STUDENTS: 

• Develop their mathematical knowledge 
and oral, written and practical skills in a 
way that encourages confidence and 
provides satisfaction and enjoyment. 

• Read mathematics, and write and talk 
about the subject in a variety of ways. 

• Develop a feel for numbers, carry out 
calculations and understand the 
significance of the results obtained.  

• Apply mathematics in everyday situations 
and develop an understanding of the part 
that mathematics plays in the world 
around them. 
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• Solve problems, present the solutions 
clearly, and check and interpret the 
results.  

• Develop an understanding of 
mathematical principles.  

• Recognise when and how a situation may 
be represented mathematically, identify 
and interpret relevant factors and, where 
necessary, select an appropriate 

mathematical method to solve the 
problem. 

• Use mathematics as a means of 
communication with emphasis on the use 
of clear expression. 

• Develop an ability to apply mathematics 
in other subjects, particularly science and 
technology. 

• Develop the abilities to reason logically, 
to classify, to generalise and to prove.

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE: Extended curriculum 

Grades available A*-E  

PAPER 2: 40 marks: 20% of assessment 45 mins 

• Short response questions. 
• No calculators are permitted. 
• Designed to assess knowledge and use of basic skills and methods. 
• Any part of the syllabus content may be present in this paper but questions will focus on 

concepts that can be assessed without access to a calculator. 

PAPER 4: 120 marks: 60% of assessment 2 hours 15 minutes 

• 11–15 medium to extended response questions. 
• A graphics calculator is required. 
• Any area of the syllabus may be assessed. 
• Some of the questions will particularly assess the use of the graphics calculator functions. 

PAPER 6: 60 marks: 20% of assessment 1 hour 40 minutes 

• One investigation and one modelling question. 
• A graphics calculator is required. 
• Any area of the syllabus may be assessed. 
• Candidates are assessed on their ability to investigate, model, and solve more open-ended 

problems. 
• Clear communication and full reasoning are especially important and mark schemes reflect this. 
• The time allowance given for this paper allows students to explore and communicate their ideas 

fully.  

Total marks: 220 marks: 100% of assessment 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - MATHEMATICS 
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MATHEMATICS CORE (0580) 

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT? 

 An essential subject for all learners, IGCSE study 
of mathematics and other disciplines. 
Mathematics encourages the development of 
mathematical knowledge as a key life skill and as 
a basis for more advanced study. The syllabus 
aims to build learners’ confidence by helping 
them develop a feel for numbers, patterns and 
relationships and places a strong emphasis on 
solving problems and presenting and interpreting 
results. Learners also gain an understanding of 
how to communicate and reason using 
mathematical concepts.  

The Core Mathematics course is assessed using 
alternative criteria to the Extended Course and a 
grade C is the maximum grade that a student can 
attain. This grade is considered the pass grade at 
IGCSE, being the grade required for entrance into 
British Universities. 

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

The Core course will prepare students to study at 
a Standard Level of Mathematics in their Senior 
Years (HSC Standard Mathematics or the IB 
Mathematics Applications and Interpretations - 
Standard Level course). 

THE AIMS OF CORE ARE TO ENSURE STUDENTS: 

• Appreciate patterns and relationships in 
mathematics. 

• Produce and appreciate imaginative and 
creative work arising from mathematical 
ideas. 

• Develop their mathematical abilities by 
considering problems and conducting 
individual and cooperative enquiry and 
experiments, including extended pieces 
of work of a practical and investigative 
kind. 

• Appreciate the interdependence of 
different branches of mathematics 

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE:  

The table below summarises the key information about each component for each syllabus.  

Core 

Component Duration/Marks Skills 
assessed 

Details Percentage 
of the 

qualification 

Paper 1 

(short answer) 

1 hour 

56 marks 

Mathematical 
techniques, 
applying 
mathematical 
techniques to 
solve 
problems. 

You are 
assessed on 
the Core 
syllabus 
content using 
short-
answered 
questions 

35% 

Paper 3 
(structured 
questions) 

2 hours 

104 marks 

You are 
assessed on 
the Core 
syllabus 
content using 
structured 
questions 

65% 
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Extended 

Paper 2 

(short answer) 

1 hour 30 mins 

70 marks 

You are 
assessed on 
the Extended 
syllabus 
content using 
short-
answered 
questions 

35% 

Paper 4 
(structured 
questions) 

2 hours 30 mins 

130 marks 

You are 
assessed on 
the Extended 
syllabus 
content using 
short-
answered 
questions 

65% 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - MATHEMATICS 

INTERNATIONAL MATHEMATICS 
(0607)  

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

Cambridge IGCSE International Mathematics has 
been developed for schools offering an 
international curriculum. Cambridge 
International Mathematics reflects the way 
today’s learners like to learn: they will acquire a 
solid foundation of mathematical skills and learn 
how to develop strategies for solving open-ended 
problems.  

The course also allows learners to develop and 
sharpen their investigation and modelling skills 
and introduces them to the use of graphical 
calculators. 

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

This course is offered by invitation only and will 
prepare students to study at a Higher Level of 
Mathematics in Senior Years (e.g. HSC Extension 
Mathematics, DP Higher Level Mathematics). 

THE AIMS OF INTERNATIONAL MATHEMATICS ARE 
TO ENSURE STUDENTS: 

• Acquire a foundation of mathematical 
skills appropriate to further study and 
continued learning in mathematics. 

• Develop a foundation of mathematical 
skills and apply them to other subjects 
and to the real world. 

• Develop methods of problem-solving. 
• Interpret mathematical results and 

understand their significance. 
• Develop patience and persistence in 

solving problems. 
• Develop a positive attitude towards 

mathematics which encourages 
enjoyment, fosters confidence and 
promotes enquiry and further learning. 

• Appreciate the beauty and power of 
mathematics. 

• Appreciate the difference between 
mathematical proof and pattern spotting. 

• Appreciate the interdependence of 
different branches of mathematics and 
the links with other disciplines. 

• Appreciate the international aspect of 
mathematics, its cultural and historical 
significance and its role in the real world. 
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• Read mathematics and communicate the 
subject in a variety of ways. 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT – 
MATHEMATICS 

ADDITIONAL MATHEMATICS (0606) 

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

This syllabus is intended for high-ability learners 
who have achieved, or are likely to achieve, grade 
A*, A or B in the Cambridge IGCSE International 
Mathematics examination (0607). Cambridge 
IGCSE Additional Mathematics enables learners to 
extend the mathematical skills, knowledge and 
understanding developed in the Cambridge 
IGCSE Mathematics course and use skills in the 
context of more advanced techniques. The 
syllabus has Pure Mathematics only content 
which enables learners to acquire a suitable 
foundation in mathematics for further study in the 
subject. Knowledge of the content of the 
Cambridge IGCSE Mathematics syllabus (or an 
equivalent syllabus) is assumed. 

This course is by invitation only and will prepare 
students to study at a Higher Level of Mathematics 
in Senior Years (e.g. HSC Extension Mathematics, 
DP Higher Level Mathematics).  

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

This course is offered by invitation only. 

THE AIMS OF ADDITIONAL MATHEMATICS ARE TO 
ENSURE STUDENTS: 

• Consolidate and extend their elementary 
mathematical skills, and use these in the 
context of more advanced techniques. 

• Further develop their knowledge of 
mathematical concepts and principles, 
using this knowledge for problem-
solving. 

• Appreciate the interconnectedness of 
mathematical knowledge. 

• Acquire a suitable foundation in 
mathematics for further study in the 
subject or in mathematics-related 
subjects. 

• Devise mathematical arguments and use 
and present them precisely and logically. 

• Integrate information technology (IT) to 
enhance the mathematical experience. 

• Develop the confidence to apply their 
mathematical skills and knowledge in 
appropriate situations. 

• Develop creativity and perseverance in 
the approach to problem-solving.  

• Derive enjoyment and satisfaction from 
engaging in mathematical pursuits, and 
gain an appreciation of the beauty, power 
and usefulness of mathematics. 
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ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE:  

 DURATION MARKS 

PAPER 1 

10–12 questions of various lengths 
2 hours 80 

PAPER 2 

10–12 questions of various lengths 
2 hours 80 

Grades A* to E will be available for candidates who achieve the required standards. Since there is no Core 
Curriculum for this syllabus, Grades F and G will not be available. Therefore, candidates who do not achieve 
the minimum mark for Grade E will be unclassified. 

*Students will be invited to join the International Mathematics (0607) class at the end of Year 8. This decision 
will be based on performance throughout Years 7 and 8 in internal assessments.  

Students studying the International Mathematics Extended course may also then be invited to join the 
Additional Mathematics (0606) class at the end of Year 9. This will again be based on performance throughout 
Year 9. 

Students accepting the invitation to study Additional Mathematics will be required to attend two extra 
lessons in Year 10, placed either before or after the normal school day.  

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - MATHEMATICS 

 
COMPULSORY SUBJECTS – SCIENCE 

COORDINATED SCIENCE (0654) 

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

Coordinated Science gives learners the 
opportunity to study Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics within a cross-referenced, scientifically 
coherent syllabus. It is a double award, earning 
two grades. Learners gain an understanding of the 
basic principles of each subject through a mix of 
theoretical and practical studies, while also 
developing an understanding of the scientific 
skills essential for further study. The syllabus 
provides an ideal foundation for further study of 
Science at HSC or DP level. Students learn how 
science is studied and practised, and become 

aware that the results of scientific research can 
have both good and bad effects on individuals, 
communities and the environment. As well as 
focusing on the individual sciences, the syllabus 
helps learners to understand the technological 
world in which they live and take an informed 
interest in science and scientific developments. 

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

All students are required to take this subject. 

THE AIMS OF SCIENCE ARE TO ENSURE 
STUDENTS: 

• Become confident citizens in a 
technological world, able to take or 
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develop an informed interest in matters of 
scientific importance. 

• Recognise the usefulness, and limitations, 
of scientific method and appreciate its 
applicability in other disciplines and in 
everyday life. 

• Be suitably prepared for studies beyond 
Cambridge IGCSE in pure science, in 
applied sciences or in science-dependent 
vocational courses. 

• Promote interdisciplinary enquiry 
through practical investigations and 
through the coordination of the subject 
matter of the three separate sciences. 

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE:  

All candidates take three components. 
Candidates who have studied the Core subject 
content, or who are expected to achieve a grade 
DD or below, should be entered for Paper 1, Paper 
3 and either Paper 5 or Paper 6. These candidates 
will be eligible for grades CC to GG. 

Candidates who have studied the Extended 
subject content (Core and Supplement), and who 
are expected to achieve a grade CC or above, 
should be entered for Paper 2, Paper 4 and either 
Paper 5 or Paper 6. These candidates will be 
eligible for grades A*A* to GG.

CORE CANDIDATES EXTENDED CANDIDATES 

Paper 1 (45 minutes)  

• A multiple-choice paper consisting of 40 
items of the four-choice type. 

• This paper will test assessment objectives 
AO1 and AO2. Questions will be based on 
the Core syllabus content.  

• This paper will be weighted at 30% of the 
final total mark. 

Paper 2 (45 minutes)  

• A multiple-choice paper consisting of 40 
items of the four-choice type. 

• This paper will test assessment objectives 
AO1 and AO2. Questions will be based on 
the Extended syllabus content (Core and 
Supplement).  

• This paper will be weighted at 30% of the 
final total mark. 

AND AND 

Paper 3 (2 hours)  

• A written paper consisting of short-answer 
and structured questions. This paper will 
test assessment objectives AO1 and AO2.  

• Questions will be based on the Core 
syllabus content.  

• 120 marks 
• This paper will be weighted at 50% of the 

final total mark 

Paper 4 (2 hours)  

• A written paper consisting of short-answer 
and structured questions. 

• This paper will test assessment objectives 
AO1 and AO2. Questions will be based on 
the Extended syllabus content (Core and 
Supplement). 

• 120 marks 
• This paper will be weighted at 50% of the 

final total mark. 

ALL CANDIDATES TAKE: 
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Paper 6 (90 minutes)  

• Alternative to Practical 
• This paper will test Assessment Objective AO3. Questions will be based on the experimental skills 

in Section 7. 
• The paper is structured to assess grade ranges  A*A*–GG. 
• 60 marks 
• This paper will be weighted at 20% of the final total mark.  

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - SCIENCE 

 
ELECTIVES – COMMERCE 

BUSINESS STUDIES (0450)   

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

The Business Studies syllabus develops learners’ 
understanding of business activity in the public 
and private sectors and the importance of 
innovation and change. Learners find out how the 
major types of business organisations are 
established, financed and run, and how their 
activities are regulated. Factors influencing 
business decision-making are also considered, as 
are the essential values of cooperation and 
interdependence. Learners not only study 
business concepts and techniques but also 
enhance related skills such as numeracy and 
enquiry. The syllabus provides both a foundation 
for further study at HSC or DP level and an ideal 
preparation for the world of work.  

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

This subject can be studied without any prior 
knowledge, but students should have an interest 
in the business world, along with strong literacy 
skills. 

THE AIMS OF BUSINESS STUDIES ARE TO ENSURE 
STUDENTS: 

• Make effective use of relevant 
terminology, concepts and methods and 
recognise the strengths and limitations of 
the ideas used. 

• Apply their knowledge and critical 
understanding to current issues and 
problems in a wide range of appropriate 
contexts. 

• Distinguish between facts and opinions, 
and evaluate qualitative and quantitative 
data in order to help build arguments and 
make informed judgements.  

• Appreciate the perspectives of a range of 
stakeholders in relation to the 
environment, individuals, society, 
government and enterprise. 

• Develop knowledge and understanding of 
the major groups and organisations 
within and outside business and consider 
ways in which they are able to influence 
objectives, decisions and activities. 

• Develop knowledge and understanding of 
how the main types of businesses and 
commercial institutions are organised, 
financed and operated and how their 
relations with other organisations, 
consumers, employees, owners and 
society are regulated.  
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• Develop skills of numeracy, literacy, 
enquiry, selection and employment of 
relevant sources of information, 
presentation and interpretation. 

• Develop an awareness of the nature and 
significance of innovation and change 
within the context of business activities 

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE:  

Grades Available: A*-G 

PAPER 1 1 hour 30 minutes 

• Short-answer questions and structured/data response questions. There will be no choice of 
questions.  

• 50% of total marks.  

PAPER 2 1 hour 30 minutes 

• Questions arising from a given case study (not pre-released). There will be no choice of questions.  
• 50% of total marks. 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - COMMERCE  

ECONOMICS (0455)  

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

The Economics syllabus develops an 
understanding of economic terminology and 
principles and of basic economic theory. Learners 
study the economics of developed and 
developing nations and how these interrelate. 
They also learn to handle simple data and 
undertake economic analysis, evaluate 
information and discriminate between facts and 
value judgements in economic issues. A 
foundation for further study at HSC or DP level, the 
syllabus also encourages a better understanding 
of the world in which learners live and helps them 
play an active part in the decision-making 
process, whether as consumers, producers or 
citizens of the local, national and international 
community.   

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

This can be studied without any prior knowledge 
but students should have an interest in national 
and global economic issues and good numeracy 
skills. 

THE AIMS OF ECONOMICS ARE TO ENSURE 
STUDENTS: 

• Develop their knowledge and 
understanding of economic terminology, 
principles and theories. 

• Develop an awareness of the nature and 
significance of innovation and change 
within the context of business activities 

• Develop basic economic numeracy and 
literacy and their ability to handle simple 
data including graphs and diagrams. 

• Develop the use of tools of economic 
analysis in particular situations.  

• Identify and discriminate between 
different sources of information and how 
to distinguish between facts and value 
judgements in economic issues.  

• Develop the ability to use economic skills 
(with reference to individuals, groups and 
organisations) to better understand the 
world in which they live.  

• Develop candidates’ understanding of the 
economies of developed and developing 
nations and of the relationships between 
them; and to develop their appreciation 
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of these relationships from the 
perspective of both developed and 
developing. 

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE:  

Grades Available: A*-G 

PAPER 1 - Multiple Choice 45 minutes 

• Candidates answer 30 multiple-choice questions.  
• Weighted at 30% of total available marks 

PAPER 2 - Structured Questions 2 hours 15 minutes 

• Candidates answer one compulsory question and three questions from a choice of four. Weighted 
at 70% of total available marks. 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - COMMERCE 

ELECTIVES – HUMANITIES 
GEOGRAPHY (0460)  

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

Through the Cambridge IGCSE Geography 
syllabus, learners will develop a sense of place by 
looking at the world around them on a local, 
regional and global scale. Learners will examine a 
range of natural and man-made environments, 
and study some of the processes which affect their 
development. They will also look at the ways in 
which people interact with their environment and 
the opportunities and challenges an environment 
can present, thereby gaining a deeper insight into 
the different communities and cultures that exist 
around the world.   

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

There is no requirement for prior knowledge; 
however, a good general knowledge, particularly 
of places in the world, is recommended. 

THE AIMS OF GEOGRAPHY ARE TO ENSURE 
STUDENTS GAIN: 

• An understanding of location on a local, 
regional and global scale. 

• An awareness of the characteristics, 
distribution and processes affecting 
contrasting physical and human 
environments. 

• An understanding of the ways in which 
people interact with each other and with 
their environment.  

• An awareness of the contrasting 
opportunities and constraints presented 
by different environments.  

• An appreciation of and concern for the 
environment.  

• An appreciation of the earth including its 
people, places, landscapes, natural 
processes and phenomena.  

• The changes that occur through time in 
places, landscapes and spatial 
distribution.
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ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE:  

ALL CANDIDATES TAKE: WEIGHTING 

Paper 1  

• 1 hour 45 minutes, Geographical Themes 
• Candidates answer three questions, each worth 25 marks. The paper has three 

sections and each section will be based on Themes 1, 2 or 3. Candidates must 
answer one question from each section:  

• Theme 1: Population and settlement  
• Theme 2: The natural environment  
• Theme 3: Economic development (75 marks, weighted to 100 marks) 

AND 

45% 

Paper 2  

• 1 hour 30 minutes, Geographical Skills 
• Candidates answer all the questions. The paper is based on testing the 

interpretation and analysis of geographical information, decision making and 
the application of graphical and other techniques as appropriate. The 
questions will not require specific information about places but will require 
the use of a 1:25 000 or 1:50 000 map with a key. (60 marks)  

AND EITHER/OR 

27.5% 

Paper 3 

• Coursework 
• (Centre-based assessment*) Teachers set one school-based assignment of up 

to 2000 words. (60 marks)  

Paper 4  

1 hour 30 minutes; Alternative to Coursework Candidates answer two compulsory 
questions, completing a series of written tasks. The fieldwork scenarios for the two 
questions will be taken from different aspects of the Syllabus content (see section 5). 
The questions involve an appreciation of a range of techniques used in fieldwork 
studies. (60 marks)  

27.5% 

*Centre-based assessments require the written approval of Cambridge. This will only be given to teachers 
who satisfy Cambridge requirements concerning moderation or who have undertaken training in assessment 
before entering candidates. Cambridge offers schools in-service training. Courses are held in Cambridge and 
elsewhere and also via coursework training handbooks.  

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - HUMANITIES 
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HISTORY (0470)  

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

Through the study of Cambridge IGCSE History, 
students will investigate some of the major 
international issues of the twentieth century, as 
well as cover the history of particular regions in 
more depth. Through written arguments, source 
analysis, debate, and independent research, 
students will develop both historical knowledge 
and critical thinking. Learners develop an 
understanding of the nature of cause and effect, 
continuity and change, similarity and difference 
and find out how to use and understand historical 
evidence as part of their studies. Cambridge 
IGCSE History will stimulate any learner already 
interested in the past, providing a basis for further 
study, and also encouraging a lifelong interest in 
the subject. 

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

There is no requirement for prior knowledge; 
however, an understanding of the past and its 
interrelationship with the present and future is 
advisable. 

THE AIMS OF HISTORY ARE TO ENSURE 
STUDENTS: 

• Develop an interest in and enthusiasm for 
learning about and understanding the 
past 

• Acquire knowledge and an understanding 
of individuals, people and societies in the 
past 

• Explore history from a diversity of 
perspectives, including social, economic, 
cultural and political 

• Explore historical concepts such as cause 
and consequence, change and continuity, 
and  

• similarity and difference 
• Develop an understanding of the nature 

and use of historical evidence 
• Gain a greater understanding of 

international issues and inter-
relationships 

• Develop and deploy historical skills, 
knowledge and understanding in order to 
provide historical explanations. 

• Learn how to present clear, logical 
arguments 

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE:  

ALL CANDIDATES TAKE: WEIGHTING 

Component 1 

• 2 hours  
• Written paper 
• Candidates answer two questions from Section A (Core Content - The 

twentieth century: international relations from 1919) and one question from 
Section B (Depth Study: The Second World War in Europe and Asia–Pacific, 
1939–c.1945).  

• All questions are in the form of structured essays, split into three parts: (a), (b) 
and(c). 

• 60 marks 
• Externally marked  

40% 

Component 2 33% 
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• 2 hours  
• Written paper 
• Candidates answer six questions on one prescribed topic taken from the Core 

Content 
• There is a range of source material relating to each topic.  
• For the examination in 2024, the prescribed topics are: 
• How far was Hitler’s foreign policy to blame for the outbreak of war in Europe 

in 1939? 
• Externally marked 

AND 

Component 4  

• 1 hour Written paper – Alternative to Coursework  
• Candidates answer one question based on Depth Study: The Second World 

War in Europe and the Asia–Pacific, 1939–c.1945 
• Cambridge IGCSE History candidates take three components. All candidates 

at AIS take Component 1, Component 2, and Component 4. 
• 40 marks 

27% 

Externally marked 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - HUMANITIES 

GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES (0457) 

 WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

Global Perspectives is an interdisciplinary 
Humanities course that gives learners the 
opportunity to think about significant global 
issues and to consider these from different 
perspectives. Students will investigate a range of 
topics: climate change, conflict and peace, the 
digital world, law and criminality, political power 
and action, and poverty and inequality. 

The syllabus gives learners the opportunity to 
develop the skills they need to face global 
challenges in a connected and information-rich 
world and to think about how best to live in a 
sustainable way. These challenges include how to 
cope with changes that will have an impact on 
their life chances and choices and how to gain a 
sense of their own active place in the world. 

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

This subject appeals to students who enjoy 
working individually and collaboratively to 
research, construct arguments, and create and 
deliver presentations. This subject appeals to 
both critical and creative thinkers as students will 
develop a set of transferable skills in research, 
analysis, evaluation, communication, 
collaboration and reflection. These transferable 
skills will support student learning across all of 
their studies. This subject will appeal to learners 
who are interested in exploring ideas from others’ 
communities, countries and cultures. 

THE AIMS OF GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES ARE TO 
ENSURE STUDENTS: 

• Become independent and confident 
about taking their place in a changing, 
information-rich and connected world 
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• Develop an analytical and evaluative 
grasp of global issues and their causes 
and consequences, leading to the 
suggestion of possible evidence-based 
courses of action 

• Consider the concept of sustainability 
when analysing issues and proposing 
courses of action 

• Engage with and reflect on issues, both 
independently and in collaboration with 
others and from a variety of different 
perspectives 

• Work independently as well as part of a 
team, showing responsibility for much of 
their own learning including using diverse 
and varied sources to support reasoning 

• Consider important issues from a variety 
of perspectives and reflect on the links 
between these 

• Critically assess information available to 
them and support judgements with lines 
of reasoning in order to communicate to 
others effectively and appropriately. 
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ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE:  

COMPONENT WEIGHTING 

Component 1: Written Examination - 1 hour 25 minutes 

• Written examination consisting of four compulsory questions, based on a range 
of sources provided with the question paper. Sources will present an issue of 
global significance from a range of different perspectives – personal, local and/or 
national, global – and will be on a topic from the topic list. 

• This component is externally assessed.  
• 70 marks 

35% 

Component 2: Individual Report 

• Candidates research a significant global issue of their choice from the topic list. 
They research a range of different perspectives – local and/or national and global 
– on the global issue and reflect on their own personal perspective. Candidates 
devise their own title and write a report. The report must be 1500–2000 words 
and be written in continuous text. 

• This component is internally set and externally marked. 
• 60 marks 

30% 

Component 3: Team Project 

• Candidates work in teams to choose from the topic list and identify a local issue. 
They devise and develop a collaborative project on an aspect of the issue 
considered from a range of perspectives. 

Team Element 

• Each team produces one Explanation of Research and Planning and one Evidence 
of Action. The Explanation of Research and Planning must be 300–400 words (25 
marks) 

Personal Element 

• Each candidate writes a Reflective Paper on their research, their contribution to 
the Team Element and their personal learning. The Reflective Paper must be 750–
1000 words. (45 marks) 

• This component is internally assessed and externally moderated 70 marks 

35% 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT – HUMANITIES  
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ELECTIVES - TECHNOLOGY 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
(AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM) 

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

Design and Technologies will enable learners to 
identify, consider and solve problems through 
creative thinking, planning and design, and by 
working with different media, materials and tools. 
Candidates gain technical and design awareness 
as a result, and develop skills such as initiative, 
resourcefulness, enquiry and ingenuity. They also 
develop the communication skills central to 
design thinking and evaluation.  

In the production of their solutions, students are 
able to utilise available technologies such as laser 
cutters, 3D printers, digital design tools and other 
workshop equipment.  

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

This course is suited to the practical-minded 
student who enjoys solving problems and 
working with mixed materials (such as 
timber/plastics/metals and textiles) to 
manufacture functional products. Students 
should possess an interest in design and 
sustainability and its impact on society. 

This course provides an ideal basis for further 
study and prepares learners for their future within 
a rapidly changing technological society. 

THE AIMS OF DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY ARE TO 
ENSURE STUDENTS: 

• Develop creative thinking in areas 
relevant to design and technology. 

• Apply problem-solving skills to practical 
and technological problems. 

• Develop the communication skills central 
to design, realisation and evaluation. 

• Gain knowledge and understanding of 
design and technology. 

• Develop skills in research and 
investigation. 

• Design and make products, taking into 
consideration sustainability and the 
wider impact on society. 

• Develop the ability to make aesthetic, 
economic, ethical and technical value 
judgements. 

• Engage confidently with and responsibly 
select and manipulate appropriate 
technologies − materials, data, systems, 
components, tools and equipment − 
when designing and creating solutions 

• Critique, analyse and evaluate problems, 
needs or opportunities to identify and 
create solutions. 

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE:  

Students complete Design Projects and related 
portfolios  - 100%. 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - 
TECHNOLOGY AND  VET 

COMPUTER SCIENCE (0478) 

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

By following the Computer Science syllabus, 
learners develop their understanding of the 
principles of problem-solving using computers 
and software. They can apply their understanding 
to develop computer-based solutions to 
problems using algorithms and a high-level 
programming language. Learners also develop a 
range of technical skills, as well as being able to 
effectively test and evaluate computing solutions.  

Cambridge IGCSE Computer Science learners 
consider a broad range of technical topics, 
developing an understanding of the current and 
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automated computing technologies, the benefits 
of their use and recognising their potential risks. 
Cambridge IGCSE Computer Science is an ideal 
foundation for further study, and the skills learnt 
can also be used in other areas of study and in 
everyday life.  

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

Those who are interested in developing a sound 
understanding of how computer systems and 
computer software are created and successfully 
implemented will be fascinated by this subject. 
Students learn correct system and problem 
analysis techniques and sound software 
development skills. This course is project-based 
where theory and practical skills are used to 
create a variety of software products, with 
students learning to write code using suitable 
high-level languages. Students undertaking this 
course will have a firm background for NSW HSC 
courses in Software Design and Development and 
Information Processing and Technology and the 

IB courses of Computer Science and Information 
Technology in a Global Society. Students are 
expected to be comfortable doing basic 
calculations without using a calculator. 

THE AIMS ARE TO ENABLE STUDENTS TO  
DEVELOP: 

• Computational thinking skills 
• An understanding of the main principles 

of solving problems using computers 
• The skills necessary to solve computer-

based problems using a high-level 
programming language 

• An understanding of the component parts 
of computer systems and how they 
interrelate 

• An understanding of the internet as a 
means of communication and its 
associated risks 

• An understanding of the development 
and use of automated and emerging 
technologies

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE:  

For Cambridge IGCSE Computer Science, candidates take two components: Paper 1 and Paper 2. 

COMPONENT WEIGHTING 

Paper 1 Computer Systems 

• 75 marks 
• 1 hour 45 minutes 
• This written paper contains short-answer and structured questions.  
• All questions are compulsory. 
• No calculators are permitted in this paper, and it is externally assessed. 

50% of total 

 

Paper 2 Algorithms, Programming and Logic  

• 75 marks   
• 1 hour 45 minutes   
• This written paper contains short-answer and structured questions and a 

scenario-based question. 
• All questions are compulsory.  
• No calculators are permitted in this paper, and it is externally assessed. 

50% of total 

 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT TECHNOLOGY AND  VET 
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY 

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

Food Technology gives students the chance to 
develop their knowledge and skills in an area that 
is relevant to their own lives and also through 
understanding where food and nutrition fit in the 
modern, changing multicultural society.  

Students will apply knowledge gained from the 
Food Technology syllabus and use practical skills 
in a way that keeps in mind factors such as 
nutritional needs, personal/family needs and 
lifestyles, available money and foodstuffs, and 
how diet relates to health. 

TOPICS AND ASSESSMENT STYLES 

This course includes a mixture of learning tasks 
including: 

• Research Assignments 
• Class Presentations 
• Food Design and Production 
• Presentation and Testing 
• Portfolios 

YEAR 9 UNITS BEING RUN INCLUDE: 

• Australian Food Adventures 
• Food Selection and Health 
• Food Development 
• Food Equity and Access 

YEAR 10 UNITS BEING RUN INCLUDE: 

• Food Service and Catering 
• Food for Specific Needs 

• Food for Special Occasions 

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

This course is suitable for the practically-minded 
student who wants to know more about what we 
eat and what goes into our food. Some prior 
cooking experience would be beneficial. 

THE AIMS OF FOOD TECHNOLOGY ARE TO 
ENSURE STUDENTS DEVELOP: 

• Knowledge, understanding and skills 
related to food hygiene, safety and the 
provision of quality food; 

• Knowledge and understanding of food 
properties, processing and preparation 
and an appreciation of their 
interrelationship to produce quality food; 

• Knowledge and understanding of 
nutrition and food consumption and an 
appreciation of the consequences of food 
choices on health; 

• Skills in researching, evaluating and 
communicating issues in relation to food  

• Skills in designing, producing and 
evaluating solutions for specific food 
purposes 

• Knowledge, understanding and 
appreciation of the significant role of food 
in society. 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - 
TECHNOLOGY AND  VET 
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ELECTIVES - PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (0413)  

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

The syllabus provides learners with an 
opportunity to study both the practical and 
theoretical aspects of physical education. It is 
designed to encourage enjoyment in physical 
activity by providing learners with an opportunity 
to take part in a range of physical activities and 
develop an understanding of effective and safe 
physical performance. This helps learners develop 
an appreciation of the necessity for a sound 
understanding of the principles, practices and 
training that underpin improved performance, 
better health and well-being. This course provides 
an excellent foundation for the study of Health 
and Movement Science in the HSC and in the 
Diploma Programme, with new Sports, Exercise 
and Health Science (SEHS) 

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

Students should choose this subject if they have 
an enthusiasm and curiosity regarding learning 
about a wide range of topics in Physical Education 
and Sports Science. 

THE AIMS OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION ARE TO 
ENSURE STUDENTS: 

• Learn about: factors affecting 
performance, health, safety and training 
and reasons and opportunities for 
participation in physical activity.  

• Engage in a variety of physical activities, 
aiming to improve and excel in four 

sporting areas. ASSESSMENT AT A 
GLANCE:  

The syllabus provides candidates with an 
opportunity to study both the practical and 
theoretical aspects of Physical Education. It is also 
designed to foster enjoyment in physical activity. 
The knowledge gained should enable candidates 
to develop an understanding of effective and safe 
physical performance. 

COMPONENT 1: Theoretical component - 50% of 
total marks 
Paper 1 -  1 hour 45 minutes 

Students will answer short and structured 
questions assessing their knowledge of AO1 and 
AO2 on the following topic areas: 

• Anatomy and physiology, Health, fitness 
and training, Skill acquisition and 
psychology, Social, cultural and ethical 
influences.  

• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of the theoretical 
principles that underpin performance in 
physical activity/sport 

• AO2: Apply knowledge and 
understanding of the theoretical 
principles to a variety of physical 
activities/sports, including the analysis 
and evaluation of performance 

COMPONENT 2: Practical component - 50% of 
total marks 
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Candidates undertake four practical activities from at least two of the seven categories listed below.  

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT -  PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

CATEGORIES ACTIVITIES 

Games activities Association Football 

Badminton 

Baseball, Rounders or Softball 

Basketball 

Cricket 

Golf 

Handball 

Hockey 

Lacrosse 

Netball 

Rugby league or Rugby union 

Squash 

Table Tennis 

Tennis 

Volleyball 

Gymnastics activities Artistic gymnastics (floor and vault) or 
Rhythmic gymnastics 

Individual figure skating 

Trampolining 

Dance activities Dance  

Athletic activities Cross-country running 

Cycling 

Rowing and sculling 

Track and field athletics 

Weight training for fitness 

Outdoor and adventurous 
activities 

Canoeing 

Hill walking or Orienteering 

Horse riding 

Mountain Biking 

Rock climbing 

Sailing 

Skiing or snowboarding 

Windsurfing 

Swimming Competitive swimming 

Life saving or personal survival 

Water polo 

Combat activities Judo or Taekwondo  
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ELECTIVES - THE ARTS 

DRAMA (AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM) 

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

Through practical and theoretical study, learners 
develop an understanding and enjoyment of 
drama, developing group and individual skills and 
studying ways to communicate ideas and feelings 
to an audience. They learn how to discover the 
performance possibilities of a text and other 
stimuli and devise dramatic material of their own. 
Learners also develop their performance skills, 
the demonstration of which will form part of the 
final assessment. 

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

• Students who are considering pursuing a 
career in theatre or the Performing Arts 
beyond performing in areas such as Stage 
Management, Set Design, Technical 
Support and Marketing. 

• Students who are considering pursuing 
careers in Law, Media and 
Communications, Sales and Marketing, 
Public Relations and Teaching.  

• Students who are looking for academic 
and physical challenges and enjoy 
interpreting ideas and text. 

• Students who want to improve their 
research and writing skills; skills that are 
used in a wide range of university courses 
and careers. 

• Students who enjoy exploring ways to 
connect with the world intellectually, 
culturally and socially through 
performance, design and a relationship 
with an audience. 

• Students who are keen to develop 
creativity, confidence and the skills of 
negotiation and collaboration. 

THE AIMS OF DRAMA ARE TO ENSURE STUDENTS: 

• Improvise with the elements of drama 
and narrative structure to develop ideas, 
and explore subtext to shape devised and 
scripted drama  

• Manipulate combinations of the elements 
of drama to develop and convey the 
physical and psychological aspects of 
roles and characters consistent with 
intentions in dramatic forms and 
performance styles 

• Practise and refine the expressive 
capacity of voice and movement to 
communicate ideas and dramatic action 
in a range of forms, styles and 
performance spaces 

• Structure drama to engage an audience 
through manipulation of dramatic action, 
forms and performance styles and by 
using design elements  

• Perform devised and scripted drama 
making deliberate artistic choices and 
shaping design elements to unify 
dramatic meaning for an audience  

• Evaluate how the elements of drama, 
forms and performance styles in devised 
and scripted drama convey meaning and 
aesthetic effect  

• Analyse a range of drama from 
contemporary and past times to explore 
differing viewpoints and enrich their 
drama making including from 
international contexts. 
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ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE:  

There are three assessment components in this course. All candidates take a written examination and submit 
practical performance coursework. 

COMPONENT WEIGHTING DESCRIPTION 

Coursework  60% The presentation of practical performance work including 
scripted and devised material 

Portfolio 20% Submission of a portfolio of material supporting their practical 
coursework 

Written Examination 20% Candidates respond to questions from the perspective of an 
actor, director and designer, based on the study of play texts and 
their practical coursework. 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT – DRAMA 

MUSIC (AIS CURRICULUM) 

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

The Elective Music curriculum in Years 9 & 10 is a 
rigorous course designed to build a depth of 
understanding of the Elements of Music in a wide 
range of Musical Contexts and Genres. The focus 
of this program is to develop a skill set for Elective 
Music Students that will prepare them for success 
in both the IBDP and HSC Music programs. 

This course offers students the opportunity to 
develop their own practical musical skills through 
performing and composing as well as in-depth 
analysis of a wide variety of musical contexts. The 
Listening component of the course will serve to 
prepare students for the deep, abstract, analytical 
thinking and contextual links required of the IBDP 
and HSC Music courses. Students will learn how to 
draw conclusions and make links through 
reasoned arguments and in-depth analysis of how 
the Musical Elements are treated in a variety of 
contexts. 

Musical contexts studied will include the main 
historical periods and styles of Western music as 
well as from selected non-Western traditions and 
contemporary Rock, Pop, Jazz, and Blues.  

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

This course is open to any students with some 
experience in music making and a desire to 
further their passion and understanding of Music. 
Students must be actively involved in all 
classroom music-making activities. They should 
be able to manage their own learning and engage 
in activities that reflect the real-world practice of 
performers, composers, and audiences.  

Students are expected to learn an instrument as 
performance is a crucial component of the Music 
course. Students are highly encouraged to take 
private individual lessons on their instrument. AIS 
employs a number of highly qualified 
instrumental and vocal teachers who can assist in 
this matter. In addition, students are expected to 
participate in one or more of the many ensembles 
at the AIS Music Department. This expectation is 
in place to assist students in improving aural and 
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music theory skills and enhance their 
understanding of a variety of musical contexts. 
Participation also enhances abstract thinking 
skills which will, in turn, boost student’s academic 
potential in all their subjects. 

An ability to read and write traditional music 
notation is an advantage. Students will be taught 
an appropriate level of music theory in order to 
access listening and score reading activities as 
well as create original compositions. Over the 
duration of the course, students will build music 
literacy whilst learning about the Elements of 
Music.  

THE AIMS OF MUSIC ARE TO ENSURE STUDENTS: 

• Provide a strong foundation of skills and 
knowledge in listening, performance and 
composition that are directly linked to the 
prerequisites required for academic 
success in both IBDP and HSC Music  

• Help candidates develop a perceptive, 
sensitive and critical response to a wide 
range of Musical Contexts and Genres 
including Classical Art Music, World 
Music, Film Music, Rock, Pop, Jazz, and 
Blues. 

• Help students learn how to draw 
conclusions through reasoned arguments 
and deep analysis of how the Musical 
Elements are treated in a variety of 
contexts.

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE: 

Assessment components at the end of the two-year course: 

COMPONENT WEIGHTING DESCRIPTION 

Listening  25% In-class listening exam (25%) 

Research 15% Musical Investigation research project (15%) 

Performing  30% Performance Submission Semester 1 (15%) 

  Performance Submission Semester 2  (15%) 

Composing 30% Original composition submission Semester 1 (15%) 

  Original composition submission Semester 2 (15%) 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - MUSIC 

VISUAL ARTS / PHOTOGRAPHY & 
DIGITAL MEDIA 

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT? 

The Elective Visual Arts curriculum in Years 9 & 10 
is a rigorous course designed to build a depth of 
understanding of historical art as well as practical 

artmaking. In Visual Arts and Photography and 
Digital Media we follow the Australian Curriculum. 
The focus of this program is to develop a skill set 
for Elective Visual Arts students that will prepare 
them for success in both the IBDP and HSC Visual 
Arts courses. 
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There are two tiers to the program, a practical 
artmaking (70%) and a critical and historical study 
component (30%). The practical component 
offers students the opportunity to develop their 
own practical artmaking skills through a variety of 
media, such as painting and drawing, digital 
photography, time-based art, as well as ceramic 
and sculptural installations. The research and 
written component of the course will serve to 
prepare students for the deep, abstract, analytical 
thinking and contextual links required of the IBDP 
and HSC Visual Art courses.  

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT? 

This course is open to any student with some 
experience of art with a desire to further their 
passion and understanding. Students must be 
actively involved in all classroom activities and 
tutorials to improve their ability and 
understanding. Students will need to be 
motivated and organised to optimise their time 
inside and outside of classes. 

It is an expectation that students who study will 
provide at least one piece of artwork to be 
displayed in the Annual Art exhibition.  

Students will be taught an appropriate level of art 
theory in order to access the content needed for 
HSC and IBDP.  

THE AIMS OF ART AND DESIGN ARE TO ENSURE 
STUDENTS: 

• Have a strong foundation of skills and 
knowledge in a wide variety of both 
traditional and contemporary media that 
are directly linked to the required 
prerequisites (making and theory) for 
academic success in both IBDP and HSC  

• Develop a perceptive, sensitive and 
critical response to a wide range of artist 
movements and what impact they had on 
historical contexts, society and cultural 
significance.  

• Learn how to draw conclusions through 
reasoned arguments and deep analysis of 
how the Art Elements are treated in a 
variety of contexts, and any links that may 
be drawn as such. 

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE: 

Practical Art Making weighted at 70%, and the 
Responding Component (art appreciation) 
weighted at 30%. 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - 
Visual Arts 

ESSPP SCIENCE & HUMANITIES (EAL 
SENIOR STUDIES PREPARATION 
PROGRAM) 

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT? 

This is a comprehensive two (2) year course which 
covers the following subjects: 

1. Combined Science (0653) 
2. Global Perspectives (0457) or Enterprise 

(0454) 
3. English as a Second Language (0511) 
4. ESSPP Support - English for Academic 

Purposes 

Students on this course will study 3 IGCSE courses 
but are taught by EAL language teaching 
specialists with backgrounds in English, 
Humanities and Science. These courses are 
designed to support EAL learners and to ensure 
that students have a strong foundation for future 
studies. To support the student's transition from 
IGCSE, to IBDP an EAP course will teach a variety 
of academic English and transversal skills relevant 
to their future studies.  

Students have a choice of one humanities course 
from either Global Perspectives (0457) or 
Enterprise (0454). 
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Students will undertake a mock in Year 10 that will 
be used to determine eligibility to sit the final 
IGCSE examinations. 

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT? 

This course is only for EAL students whose SLATE 
score is less than 5.0. The ESSPP course replaces 
two elective subjects. 

THE AIMS OF THE ESPPP PROGRAM ARE TO 
ENSURE STUDENTS: 

Are prepared for Year 11IBDP by providing them 
access to Humanities, Science and English as a 
Second Language. Taken in combination with 
Mathematics, Language and an elective course 
the ESSPP course acts as a strong foundation for 
IBDP. 

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE: 

Assessment follows the curriculum outlines for 
the following IGCSE Cambridge courses: 

• 0454 Enterprise or 0457 Global 
Perspectives  

• 0511 English as a Second Language 
• 0653 Combined Science 

Please refer to the respective pages for more 
information. 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT – 
EAL 

IGCSE ENTERPRISE (0454) - ESSPP 
STUDENTS ONLY  

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

Cambridge IGCSE Enterprise is a unique syllabus 
that brings the world of business into the 
classroom and gives learners a clear insight into 
what it means to think like an entrepreneur. 
Learners are asked to adopt the thoughts and 
actions of entrepreneurs, developing their 
knowledge and understanding of the 
practicalities of setting up and running their own 

new enterprise. Cambridge IGCSE Enterprise 
equips learners with a range of vital life skills for 
use in planning and organisation, communication 
and financial management.  

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

EAL students who have been in Year 8 EAL and 
have moved into the Year 9/10 IGCSE/ESSPP 
Combined Course.  

THE AIMS OF ESSPP SCIENCE & HUMANITIES: 

The aims are to enable students to:  

• understand what it means to be 
enterprising, and the skills required to be 
enterprising 

• develop the ability to work in an 
enterprising and independent way 

• develop and apply knowledge, 
understanding and skills to 
contemporary enterprise issues in a 
range of local, national and global 
contexts  

• appreciate the roles and perspectives of 
a range of other people and 
organisations involved in enterprise  

• investigate the world of work and 
entrepreneurial organisations  

• develop the ability to communicate 
effectively, in a variety of situations 

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE: 

There are two major assessment components for 
IGCSE Enterprise:  

Component 1:  

1 hour 30 minute externally assessed written 
paper - worth 50% of final grade. This paper is 
based on a pre-released case study and comprises 
short answer, structured, and open-ended 
questions  

Component 2:  
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Portfolio of evidence from tasks based on the 
student’s own enterprise project - worth 50% of 
final grade. This component is internally assessed 
and externally moderated.  

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - 
EAL 

HOSPITALITY (VET) 

Certificate I in Hospitality  

Course Code: SIT10222 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING  

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?  

Year 9/10  

This qualification is a nationally recognised 
course in all states of Australia and reflects the role 
of individuals who participate in a range of routine 
and predictable hospitality work activities. They 
work under close supervision and are given clear 
directions to complete tasks. 

This qualification provides a pathway to work in 
various hospitality settings, such as restaurants, 
hotels, motels, catering operations, clubs, pubs, 
cafés, and coffee shops. 

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

This qualification is recommended for students 
who have a keen interest in working with others 
while providing a high-quality service and 
experience to customers. Hospitality is one of the 
most varied, exciting and vibrant industries to 
work in. Completing a Hospitality qualification 
assists in providing an abundance of employment 
opportunities post-schooling as well as 
professional career paths. Graduates of these 
courses can gain employment in restaurants, 
cafes, resorts, and theme parks while working 
around the world or in local destinations.  

THE AIMS OF HOSPITALITY (VET): 

Introductory units (Year 9)  

• SITXFSA005 Use hygienic practices for 
food safety 

• SITXWHS005 Participate in safe work 
practices 

• SITHFAB025 Prepare and serve espresso 
coffee 

• SITHCCC024  Prepare and present simple 
dishes 

Further Study (Year 10) 

• BSBTWK201 Work effectively with others 
• SITHCCC025 Prepare and present 

sandwiches 
• SITXCCS009 Provide customer 

information and assistance 

To further their experience and qualifications, 
students can then enrol in Certificate II in 
Hospitality in Year 11 and 12.  

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - 
TECHNOLOGY AND VET 

CONSTRUCTION (VET) 

Certificate I in Construction Course code CPC 
10120 

WHAT IS THIS COURSE ABOUT?   

This qualification is a nationally recognised 
course in all States of Australia and is designed for 
students who have an interest in working in the 
Building Construction Industry. 

The course aims to develop strong practical skills 
and knowledge with the ability to apply those 
skills. The course is competency based, so it is 
assessed by a number of Units of Competency. 
These include the completion of a vast array of 
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practical tasks, quizzes, case studies, multimedia 
presentations, and work placement journal 
reports. 

WHO SHOULD DO THIS SUBJECT?  

Any student who has an interest in the 
Construction industry and has a strong desire to 
develop their practical skills and working 
knowledge of the Construction industry. 

Students will have the opportunity to experience 
the workplace, employer expectations and 
contact with key employers. The course will 
provide focus and skills for career planning, and 
develop industry skills as well as employability 
skills. Students will also develop problem-solving 
and communication skills and will have 
opportunities to work independently as well as 
part of a team. 

Students will have the opportunity to build a 
number of practical projects and be involved in 
larger projects around the school. It will be strong 
preparation for a career while still at school. 

THE AIMS OF CONSTRUCTION (VET): 
INTRODUCTORY UNITS (YEAR 9 )  

The units of competency are studied over the 2 
years. 

• WHS1001 Prepare Work Safely in the 
construction industry  

• WHS2001 Apply OHS requirements, 
policies and processes on the 
construction industry  

• CM1012 Work effectively and sustainably 
in the construction industry  

• COM1013  Plan and organise work  
• CCM1011  Undertake basic estimation and 

costing 
• CVE1011  Undertake a basic construction 

project  

Further Study (Year 10)  

• CCM2004  Handle construction materials  
• CCM2005  Use construction tools and 

equipment  
• COM1017  Prepare simple construction 

sketches  
• CCM2006  Apply basic levelling 

procedures 
• CVE1002 Undertake a basic computer 

design project 

To further their experience and qualifications, 
students can then enrol in Certificate II in 
Construction in  Year 11 and 12. 

For further discussion: HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - 
TECHNOLOGY AND VET 
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